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28 August 1970
MEMORANDUM FOR: COINS Projeet Manages
| THROUGH: CIA COINE Bubsystem Manager
; SUBJECT: Survey of COINS Biogiraphic Files
|
; REFERENCE: CODRB/159-70, Review of Data Bases ta COINE Rxperiment,
i .
|

1. Refersasced memorandum designated a stady of the COINS biegrsphio flies.
This memorandum discusses the valus and utility of the foliowing seven COINS

25X1

FINUDINGS

2. The data for the findings of ihis paper wes socumulated by a questionnsire
A) witioh askad eight different users (representing State, DIA, NIC,
25X1 1 CIA/CRS) sbonut thelr familiarity with and
! use of the COINS biographic files. Suggestions for improvements were aiso sliciled.
i Attachinents B (familiarity/use statistios), C (suggested data improvements) sad
: D (suggested syster improvements) praovide details of users' comnments.

t 3. Before discussing the findings of this survey, I would like io point out what
I fec] are several limitations. The survey is limited both by the small sempling and
by the specialived ianterests of those asmpled 25X1
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SUBJECT: Survey of COINS Blographic Files

for avallability on wagnetic tape than for oonteni, are patently open to criticism
for lack of standsrdization and exhsustivity. As computer files built to provide
readily cevtais data they may serve their purposc weil, but in 2 COINS eaviron-

went they may be less desirable.

4. In general, this survey determined that five of the files (all but ¥ PP and
§MP) were kmown o §0% or more of those queried, but that only three files

25X1
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